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IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE ACTIVITY OF A DOG HANDLER OF
THE NATIONAL GUARD OF UKRAINE WHEN ESCORTING
PRISONERS OF WAR

Abstract

In the conditions of modern armed conflicts, specialized units, in particular the canine
services of the National Guard of Ukraine, play an important role in ensuring law and order. The
use of service dogs during escorting significantly increases the level of security, reduces the risks of
escapes, attacks and illegal trafficking of prohibited items among prisoners of war. However, the
effectiveness of involving canine handlers as assistants to the chief of the guard is limited by a
number of factors that require thorough analysis and improvement. Escorting prisoners of war is a
complex process that requires maximum concentration of personnel. A canine handler with a
service dog, who is part of the guard during the escort of prisoners of war, acts in accordance with

the orders of the chief of the guard on escorting.
Therefore, the involvement of dog handlers of the National Guard of Ukraine in the process of
escorting prisoners of war is a necessary measure to increase the level of protection and security.
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However, for the effective implementation of this initiative, it is necessary to solve a number of
organizational, personnel and regulatory problems. The dog handler of the National Guard of
Ukraine performs a complex function during the escort of prisoners of war: provides security,
prevents escapes and resistance, controls the situation, searches for prohibited items and exerts
psychological influence. His activities significantly increase the level of security during the
performance of such tasks, making the escort process more controlled and effective. The
development of the dog handler service of the National Guard of Ukraine will contribute to
strengthening control over prisoners of war, minimizing the risks of escapes and attacks, as well as
increasing the overall efficiency of escorting.

Keywords: dog handler, National Guard of Ukraine, prisoners of war, escorting, security,
guard, service dogs, security.

Introduction. In conditions of modern armed conflicts, specialized units, in
particular the dog services of the National Guard of Ukraine, play an important role
in ensuring law and order [10, p. 112]. When performing tasks of escorting prisoners
of war, dog handlers face a number of challenges related to ensuring effective
safeguarding and control over prisoners of war.

Problem statement, analysis of current studies. During the escort of
prisoners of war in a specialized transport vehicle, the following law enforcement
officials are appointed: guard commander, assistant chief of guard commander, two
guards, a driver and a dog handler (assistant chief of guard commander) with a
service dog [2, p. 79; 9]. During transportation, only the guard commander stays
inside the cabin with the driver, all other persons guard the prisoners of war in the
vehicle body. In the event of an escape of prisoners of war, the military instructor
with a service dog automatically becomes part of the pursuit group, since they play
the most important role in searching for invisible traces [6,8]. When detaining
fugitives who fail to comply with the demands to stop, the use of service dogs
becomes more effective than the use of weapons, since it significantly reduces the
risks of killing the detainee [7]. Therefore, the use of service dogs during escort
significantly increases the level of security, reduces the risks of escaping, attacking
and illegal circulating prohibited items among prisoners of war [3, p. 19; 4, p. 140].
However, the effectiveness of involving dog handlers as assistants to the guard
commander is limited by a number of factors that require thorough analysis and
improvement.

Purpose of the study: to study the algorithm of actions of a dog handler
during the escort of prisoners of war; to identify the problems of involving dog
handlers of the NGU in the escort of prisoners of war and to develop
recommendations for their work optimization.

The research was carried out in the conditions of the service dog center of the
National Guard of Ukraine in the Kharkiv region. The object of research were service
dogs of the German and Belgian shepherd breeds, which had undergone a special
training course in searching for weapons and explosives and escorting prisoners of
war. The subject of research is the working qualities of service dogs, the problems of
involving personnel in the dog service and methods of its improvement.
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Presentation of the main research material. Escorting prisoners of war is a
complex process that requires maximum concentration of personnel. A dog handler
with a service dog, who is part of the guard during the escort of prisoners of war, acts
in accordance with the orders of the head of the escort guard commander. The dog
handler's duties consist of a number of important functions, namely:

1. Providing physical safeguarding. In this case, the dog acts as an additional
deterrent factor, reducing the risk of violations among prisoners of war. In addition,
service dogs are able to instantly respond to threats from prisoners of war, in
particular aggressive behavior, attempts to attack or escape.

2. Prevention of escape attempts. During the transportation of prisoners of war,
dogs help control action, react to sudden movements that may indicate preparations
for escape. Dog handlers can also use dogs to patrol the perimeter of prisoner-of-war
detention areas.

3. Detection of prohibited items. The personal belongings of prisoners of war
are checked directly before transportation, as well as in places of their detention. In
this case, service dogs, trained to search for weapons, explosives, drugs and other
prohibited items that prisoners of war can use to escape or attack, are used.

4. Psychological impact on prisoners of war. The presence of a service dog acts
as a psychological deterrent, forcing prisoners of war to avoid violations. The dog can
also help reduce the level of conflict in a group of prisoners of war.

Due to its natural reflexes and special training, the dog can instantly react to
sudden movements, attempts to escape, or resistance. In the event of prisoners of war
escaping from custody, the service dog executes the command "Detain" and stops the
fugitives. Thus, on 05.07.2023, the accused G., using homemade unknown
explosives, attempted to escape the court guard of the Shevchenkivskyi District Court
of Kyiv, performed by the military unit 3066 of the National Guard of Ukraine.
During the detention of the criminal, a service dog of the German shepherd breed
named Jack was used with a dog handler of the service dog unit. The service dog
grabbed the forearm of the accused, holding the accused until the approach of the
escort group.

A service dog significantly increases the effectiveness of this process due to its
quick response to threats, ability to counteract escape attempt or attack, crowd control
(in case there are many prisoners of war). Thus, on 01.11.2020, during the exchange
of convicted by the scheduled railway guard on the "Odesa - Kyiv" route, the service
dog prevented the attack on the personnel of the escorting guard of the military unit
3014 of the National Guard of Ukraine. The convict, who was moving towards a
special vehicle during the exchange, committed a very strong hit on the head of the
guard and seized a handgun. The dog handler immediately gave the service dog
command "Fas" (Attack) and proceeded to detain the convict, neutralizing the threat.
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Fig. 1. Use of service dogs

of the National Guard of Ukraine on the railway

The dog can also prevent group riots among prisoners of war. Its presence
disciplines the detainees and reduces the risk of open conflict. But the dog handler
must ensure that the dog is used within the necessary influence and without violating
international law.

Before the escort, the dog handler may search the territory and prisoners of war
to prevent attempts to use hidden objects.

The presence of a dog handler with a service dog significantly affects the
morale of prisoners of war. They are more inclined to obey rules and orders when
they are aware that in case of disobedience, the service dog will react instantly. This
creates an additional psychological advantage for the escort guards.

Although the dog handler with a dog plays an important role in ensuring
security, they are obliged to act within the framework of international humanitarian
norms, in particular:

- The Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. Geneva [1];

- The national legislation of Ukraine [5,6];

- The ethical norms for the use of service dogs.

The Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War is the
third of the four Geneva Conventions adopted on 12 August 1949. It establishes rules
for the protection of prisoners of war during the armed conflict. According to this
convention, prisoners of war are persons who have been captured by the enemy,
including members of the armed forces, militias and volunteers. They have the right
to humane treatment without torture, physical or psychological violence. Repression,
collective punishment and the use of prisoners as "human shields" are prohibited in
relation to them.

In nowadays conditions, specialists of the National Guard of Ukraine face the
following problems of involving dog handlers in the escort of prisoners of war:

1. Insufficient number of trained dog handlers. The dog service of the National
Guard of Ukraine has a limited number of specialists who have been trained to work
specifically in the field of escorting prisoners of war. The lack of a sufficient number
of qualified personnel complicates rotation and does not allow for constant escort of
the convoy by service dogs.
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2. Lack of service dogs trained for escorting. Most of the NGU service dogs are
trained for other tasks (patrol, explosive detection, tracking), and not for working
with prisoners of war. Escorting requires specific training of dogs, which includes
stress resistance and adaptation to a large number of people in a confined space.

3. Lack of clear regulatory requirements for the use of dog handlers in guards.
The existing regulatory acts of the National Guard do not fully regulate the role of a
dog handler in guards during the escort of prisoners of war, and the lack of clear
requirements for the tactics of using dog handlers during the transportation of
prisoners of war complicates their integration into the escort process.

4. Psychological stress both on dog handlers and service dogs. Long-term
service in a stressful environment can cause emotional burnout among dog handlers,
and dogs working in stressful conditions can lose efficiency due to overexertion.

Thus, identifying ways to improve the involvement of dog handlers in the
process of escorting prisoners of war is an important task for NSU specialists.
Currently, such measures are considered to be the following:

- general training of dog handlers and service dogs;

- implementation of dog handler training courses focused on working with
prisoners of war;

- selection and training of dogs for performing escort tasks;

- increasing the staff of service dog units to ensure the constant presence of
service dogs in the guards;

- purchasing new dogs and expanding the program of their training;

- development of new regulations;

- determining the tactics of using service dog units during the prisoner transfer
and safeguarding prisoners of war;

- implementation of psychological support for dog handlers and service dogs,
as well as psychological rehabilitation programs for dog handlers working in stressful
conditions;

- providing the psychophysiological monitoring condition of service dogs and
ensuring they get the necessary recreation.

Currently, dogs involved in the escort of prisoners of war do not have a clearly
defined specialization, and are used, in addition to escorting, to serve at checkpoints
and search for prohibited substances in transport and luggage. Owing to service dogs,
the dog handlers of dog service of the National Guard of Ukraine in Kharkiv region,
from 01.01.2024 to 31.12.2024, detected at checkpoints the following: firearms - 83
units, cold weapons - 11 units, grenades - 418 units, cartridges of various calibers -
53327 units, explosives - 307.073 kg., explosive devices - 1120 units, drugs - 3.365
kg.
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Fig. 2. Explosive substances and weapons detected by service dogs of the National
Guard of Ukraine at checkpoints

Conclusions and prospects for further research. The involvement of dog
handlers of the National Guard of Ukraine in the process of escorting prisoners of
war 1s a necessary measure to increase the level of safeguarding and security.
However, for the effective implementation of this initiative, it is necessary to solve a
number of organizational, personnel and regulatory issues. The dog handler of the
National Guard of Ukraine performs a complex function during the escort of
prisoners of war: provides safeguarding, prevents escapes and resistance, controls the
situation, searches for prohibited items and exerts psychological influence. Their
activities significantly increase the level of security during the performance of such
tasks, making the escort process more controlled and effective.

The development of the dog service of the National Guard of Ukraine will
contribute to strengthening control over prisoners of war, minimizing the risks of
escapes and assaults, as well as increasing the overall efficiency of escorting.
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BAKJUBI ACIIEKTH POBOTH KIHOJIOI'A HAIIOHAJIBHOI I'BAPIIT
YKPAIHU IIJT YAC KOHBOIOBAHHS BIHCbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX

Anomauin

B ymosax cyuacnux 36pounux Kou@nikmie eaxciugy poiav y 3abe3neueHui npasonopsioxy
gidieparoms cneyianizosani niopo30inu, 30Kkpema KiHOno2iuHi cayxcou Hayionanvnoi 2eapoii
Ykpainu. Buxopucmanmus cayxcbosux cobaxk nio uac KOHBONGAHHS 3HAYHO NIOBUWYE DpiGeHb
Oe3neKu, 3HUNCYE PU3UKU 8med, Hanaoié ma He3aKOHHO20 00i2y 3a00pOHeHUx npeomemis cepeo
giticbkogonononenux. OOHAK eghekmusHicmo 3anyuenHs KIHON02I8 8 AKOCMI NOMIYHUKIE HAYAIbHUKA
gapmu  0OMeNCYeEMbCsL  HUZKOI — pakmopis, AKi  nompeOyromv IPYHMOGHO20 —AHANI3Y Mda
800CKOHAICHHSL.

Konesorosanns 8iticbko80noIOHEHUX € CKAAOHUM NPOYECOM, WO BUMALAE MAKCUMANbHOL
KOHYyeHmpayii ocobosozo cknady. Kinonoe 3i ciaysxc6oeum cobaxor, AKuil xooums 00 CKIAOY
gapmu nio uyac KOHB0I08AHHS BILICLKOBONOJIOHEHUX, Oi€ 8I0NOBIOHO 00 HAKA3I6 HAYANbHUKA 8apmu 3
KOHBOMBAHHS.

3anyyenna kinonocie Hayionanvnoi 2eapdii  Vkpainu 0o npoyecy KOHB0MBAHHSA
BILICbKOBONOJIOHEHUX € HeOOXIOHUM 3aX000M OJisi NiOBUWeHHs pieHs 0XopoHu ma Oe3neku. Ilpome
onsa  egexmusHoi peanizayii yiei iHiyiamueu HeoOXIOHO po38'a3amu HU3KY OpeaHi3ayilHux,
Kaoposux ma HopmamusHux npoonem. Kinonoe Hayionanvnoi 2eapoii  Vkpainu nio uac
KOHB0M0BAHHS IlICbKOBONONIOHEHUX 8UKOHYE KOMNIIEKCHY (DYHKYII0: 3a0e3neyye oxopony, sanobieae
gmeuam i Cynpomugy, KOHMpPOIIOE CUMyayilo, nPoeooums NOWYK 3a00POHEHUX npeomemis ma
wuHumb ncuxonoziunutl énnue. Hozo disnvnicms cymmeso niosuwye pisenv 6esneku nio uac
BUKOHAHHS NOOIOHUX 3A80aHb, pOONAYU NpOYec KOHBOIOBAHHA OilbUl KOHMPOIbOBAHUM |
eheKmusHUM.

Poszsumox kinonoziunoi cuyscou Hayionanvnoi 2eapoii Yxpainu cnpusmume nOCULEHHIO
KOHMPOJIO 3a BilICbKOBONOJOHEHUMU, MIHIMI3ayil puzukie emey i Hanaois, a MaxKoH#c NiOBUUJEHHIO
3aeanvbHOi eghekmusHoOCmi KOHBOIOBAHHS.

Knrwowuoei cnosa: «inonoe, Hayionanona 26apois  Vkpainu,  8ilicbKOBONONOHEHI,
KOHBOIOBAHHS, OXOPOHA, 8apma, ciyxcb08i cobaku, be3nexa.
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